
From the Editor 
Grace H. Ziesing

1. Neighborhoods in Philadelphia, as in any city, have been 
fluid over time, and the boundaries we have chosen to use 
for the I-95 Project (as shown on the banner map in Tull’s 
introductory article) represent an analytical construct 
that allows us to organize our data in a consistent 
and logical manner. Fishtown is actually an unofficial 
neighborhood within what was, between 1820 and 
1854, Kensington District. After 1854, when the city of 
Philadelphia was consolidated, Fishtown and Kensington 
became neighborhoods in Philadelphia. As the location 
of many of the archaeological sites in the I-95 Project 
could be described as either Kensington or Fishtown, 
depending on the era or even the person making the 
determination, we have decided to refer to the project 
area within the boundaries of the former Kensington 
District as “Kensington-Fishtown.”
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